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| have very much enjoyed this book and believe it will have a valuable 
place in the wealth of Tolkien scholarship and readership with which we 
are now blessed. 


This is what Tolkien wrote in c1951 to Milton Waldman (Letter 131): 


! would draw some of the great tales in fullness, and leave many only placed in the 
scheme, and sketched. The cycles should be linked to a majestic whole, and yet 
leave scope for other minds and hands, wielding paint and music and drama. 


After Tolkien’s death, other minds and hands gradually began to take up this 
invitation. First among them in time and in closeness to Tolkien was of course his son 
Christopher, whose work demonstrates that those minds and hands may also work 
upon that ‘majestic whole’ in written scholarship and story, with reverence and 
commitment. 


The Silmarillion, Unfinished Tales, and the twelve volumes of The History of 
Middle-earth were the work of the man who best understood his father’s work and 
who laboured for forty-five years to open up that work to those who desired to know 
more. Yet he went beyond the huge task of editing the unfinished works and draft 
papers. It was Christopher Tolkien himself who first produced selective volumes 
designed to bring to readers - especially perhaps readers who might not find the 
twelve volumes approachable - the three ‘Great Tales’ in the closest possible form to 
free-standing stories, novelistic in some ways though blending prose and poetic 
versions of those tales: The Children of Hurin; Beren and Luthien; The Fall of 
Gondolin. 


Brian Sibley’s work should be seen in this context, for it too focuses on major themes 
in Tolkien’s legendarium: the Fall, Mortality, Immortality. This work presents the 
events of the Second Age sequentially as a discrete tale of supreme importance to 
Tolkien’s work. 


Just as Carl Hostetter, in The Nature of Middle-earth (2021) allowed us some further 
scholarly insights related to The History of Middle-earth, Brian Sibley has 
added another narrative approach to the stories we so much love, and | 
thank him for that. 


